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1. Document Scope

The PrestoSpace Project started on February 1st 2004. It is intended to push the limits of the current
technology beyond the State of the Art, bringing together industry, research institutes and stakeholders at
European level to provide products and services for bringing effective automated preservation and
access solutions to Europe’s diverse audiovisual collections.

This document references the first public action held by the PrestoSpace consortium to present the
project to the User Group, in Amsterdam on 8th and 19th March 2004.

2. Notification of Delivery

The first public action of PrestoSpace, which formally started on 1 February 2004, was a 1.5 day User
Requirements meeting in Amsterdam on 18-19 March.

A full house of 70 delegates attended the meeting, held in an appropriate venue: the historic Felix Meritis
building. The building is the home of a 250-yr old movement fostering international culture and
cooperation. The delegates represented large and small audiovisual archives, and the technical sector
associated with these archives.

3. Detailed Description of Deliverable

The programme was a day of presentations and discussion at Felix Meritis, followed by a half-day of film
presentations at the Netherlands Filmmuseum.

The programme for the first day covered:
- The purpose of the PrestoSpace project, by Daniel Teruggi and Jean-Hugues Chenot of the
Institute National de I’Audiovisuel in France.
- The European perspective form Maurizio Lunghi of project Minerva
- The broadcast perspective, from Richard Wright of the BBC archives.
- The special needs of film archives.

- The specific work areas of Prestospace: digitisation / preservation, restoration, storage and
metadata.

The afternoon was devoted to detailed discussion of these areas, with emphasis on determining the real
need, not just the academic interests of the researchers. Work area presentions were done by Jean-
Hugues Chenot (INA) for Preservation, by Georg Thallinger (JRS) for Restoration, by Richard Wright
(BBC) for Storage and Giorgio Dimino for Metadata.

It was a very packed day, representing a wide range of interests and views. There was agreement
that:

- We all had preservation problems;
- Digital processing had an important role;

- Film was here to stay (providing the manufacture and processing of film can also be
maintained);

- PrestoSpace can provide a significant, even vital, service -- if it listens properly, and if it
provides a structure for comprehensive European cooperation.

Finally, we all agreed the problems were larger than any one sector, viewpoint or institution. It was very
encouraging to have such a breadth of experience and interests gathered under one roof. The strong
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cooperation between archives, research and the commercial services sector is the hope of PrestoSpace,
and the hope for a brighter future for audiovisual preservation.
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PrestoSpace User Group — Amsterdam meeting:

Invitation to the event:

http://www.prestospace.org/user _group/20040318 URM/Invitation20040318.pdf

Report:

http://prestowspace.ina.fr/groups/USR/user meetings/UG _meetingl Amsterdam_ 18 03 2004/Report P

S Amsterdam UG 18 19 3

2004 v2.pdf
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